
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION  BOARD AUDITORIUM 
Portland Public Schools Blanchard Education Service Center 
Public Hearing and Special Meeting 501 North Dixon Street 
July 9, 2012 Portland, Oregon 97227 
 
  Note: Those wishing to speak before the School Board should sign the citizen comment sheet prior to the start of 
the regular meeting.  No additional speakers will be accepted after the sign-in sheet is removed, but citizens are 
welcome to sign up for the next meeting.  While the School Board wants to hear from the public, comments must 
be limited to three minutes.  All citizens must abide by the Board’s Rules of Conduct for Board meetings. 

 
 Citizen comment related to an action item on the agenda will be heard immediately following staff presentation on 

that issue.  Citizen comment on all other matters will be heard during the “Remaining Citizen Comment” time. 
 

This meeting may be taped and televised by the media. 
 

   

 
AGENDA 

  

1. PUBLIC HEARING AND VOTE:  CAPITAL BOND   5:00 pm 

 

2. ADJOURN                                                                                                   8:00 pm       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next Regular Meeting of the Board will be held on July 16, 2012, at 
5:00 pm in the Board Auditorium at the Blanchard Education Service 
Center. 
 
 
 
 

Portland Public Schools Nondiscrimination Statement 

Portland Public Schools recognizes the diversity and worth of all individuals and groups and their 
roles in society.  All individuals and groups shall be treated with fairness in all activities, programs 
and operations, without regard to age, color, creed, disability, marital status, national origin, race, 
religion, sex, or sexual orientation.  
Board of Education Policy 1.80.020-P 
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Board Meeting Date:  July 9, 2012 Executive Committee Lead: C.J. Sylvester, COO 
        
Department: Office of School Modernization Staff Lead: Jim Owens, Director Capital Operations 

 
 

 

I. ISSUE STATEMENT  
This staff report is complementary to the reports for June 11th, June 18th 

and June 25th as this discussion is a continuation from those meetings.  
The Board discussions have been specifically about identifying preferred 
criteria for staff to use in framing potential capital bond options, affirming a 
preference for a November 2012 ballot measure and selecting a preferred 
school construction bond proposal using a specific estimated tax levy rate.  
 
This staff report 
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public dollars with private funds.  The proposal also provides funding for 
focused, urgent facility needs across the district. 
 







Preferred Bond Proposal in Detail
Why is PPS considering a school construction bond?

Nearly all PPS school buildings are BHJOH�BOE�XPSO�PVU� Roofs 
and pipes are leaking, electrical systems are inadequate for 
today’s technology, classrooms lack accessibility and earthquake 
resistance is far below current seismic safety standards. Schools 
also need more up-to-date classrooms— from science labs to 
media centers to smaller breakout spaces for effective teaching 
and learning. 

A bond measure would allow the district to remedy building 
deficiencies and to modernize learning environments to 
support student achievement and prepare students to compete 
in the 21st century.

Can a school construction bond also pay for teachers and 
operational support?

No. A school construction bond can only be used for major 
renovations or SFQMBDFNFOU�PG�TDIPPM�CVJMEJOHT� The last PPS 
construction bond was passed by voters in 1995 and funding 
expired in 2003.

What building problems would this bond proposal address?

School bonds typically pay for a blend of full rebuilds of some 
schools and targeted improvements at others. 

What are full rebuilds ? Full rebuilds modernize learning 
spaces and address all deficient systems by rebuilding a 
school. This is the most cost-effective way to improve most PPS 
schools, due to age and condition.

Why are some schools recommended for rebuilding? A 
citizens committee recommended that Portland engage in 
a series of school construction bonds to upgrade all PPS 
TDIPPMT�PWFS����ZFBST� This $482 million bond proposal would 
start that work. The tax rate is estimated to be $1.10/$1,000 
Assessed Value. The rate would be split between $1.10 paid 
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High School, Seismic & Access • $1.10 per $1000 of assessed value

$5 million

Educational Facility Improvements 
Improve grades 6-8 science classrooms with sinks and electrical outlets at as many as 
38 schools.  

$71 million

Seismic and other building improvements  
Seismic strengthening at as many as 26 schools. Replace and seismically brace 
roofs at as many as 14 schools. Replace roofs at as many as 10 schools. Improve 
accessibility to educational programs at as many as 33 schools. 

$278 million

Full modernizations or replacement 
These schools are identi�ed as potential modernizations or replacement:
• High schools with high seismic risk.
• �High schools with major access upgrades needed.
• �Faubion = capital partnership with Concordia University.

3 high schools  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   
Grant  

$95 million
Franklin  

$85 million

�
Roosevelt 

$70 million

1 K-8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            
Faubion  

$28 million








